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THE GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS
Part 2 - Gold

Three Gifts – Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh (Matthew 2:1-12)

These three gifts, and the wise men that bring them, only appear in the 
Christmas account in Matthew’s gospel. Matthew seems to be writing 
his account of Jesus’ life to a Jewish audience, bringing to life their well-
founded awareness of the Old Testament scriptures as he points to Jesus 
as the ‘new and better’ version of a bunch of their prophetic and historical 
understandings. Matthew is presenting Jesus as the fulfilment of all those 
promises in the Old Testament (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 11).

A Gift Fit for a King

Throughout history, in all manner of various cultures, gold has been 
associated with wealth and money.

Gold is mentioned throughout the Bible from Genesis (2:10-14) through to 
Revelation, when God creates the new heaven and earth where He will 
personally make a new Jerusalem complete with streets paved with gold 
(Revelation 21). Gold featured prominently in God’s instructions for the 
making of the Tabernacle and the artifacts within it (Exodus 36-39), and so 
we can assume that it holds special meaning and significance to God.

Royalty throughout the ages have received gold and used gold as a 
symbol of their wealth and their status. And so, this gift of gold brought by 
the Magi, not only symbolises Jesus’ royalty, a gift fit for a king, but also 
provides currency for Mary and Joseph.

A Prophesied King

For hundreds of years, Israel had looked for a king. God promised that the 
ideal leader for Israel would come in the future, from David’s line (2 Samuel 



7), where God promised that a faithful king would arise and lead Israel 
towards God’s ways. This king would rule over the nations forever and ever.

For almost 600 years, Jerusalem had been occupied by foreign powers and 
all the Jews had to hold on to for all those years of foreign domination was 
prophesy. 

Imposter King

Herod the Great was known as the king of the Jews. He was renowned for 
his massive building projects inclusive of extending the Temple, a port and 
a major fortress. He wasn’t a Jew but a part of the Roman rule of Israel at 
the time. 

Herod panicked when he heard that the King of the Jews was born 
(Matthew 2:1-2) and was disturbed by the news of a potential new king. 
Already feeling threatened, Herod took this news badly. Herod saw the 
arrival of Jesus through the eyes of jealousy and fear.

The Clash of Kingdoms

The reality was that no-one really understood at that time how King Jesus 
was going to reign.

 + The Israelites were looking for a political King. 

 + Herod was afraid that someone was coming to throw him off his 
throne. 

Compare and contrast the difference between Herod’s kingdom and 
the kingdom Jesus was ushering in. The contrast is quite staggering. You 
have Jesus coming to establish a kingdom of peace and righteousness, 
motivated by love and compassion. Compared to a megalomaniac king 
who is supposed to be looking after the welfare of his people but instead 
commits genocide (Matthew 2:16).



Jesus’ Kingdom was a different Kingdom that no-one really expected (John 
18:33-36). 

 + A Kingdom not out of or from this world

 + A Kingdom not from this world but for this world

 + Jesus will one day return, creating a new heaven and earth, and will 
be King of all the earth and will reign for ever and ever (Revelation 
21-22)

 + No more death or sorrow or crying or pain (Revelation 21:3-4)

The basic claim of the Gospel stories in the New Testament is that Jesus was 
that faithful king from the line of David. He was the one to whom this entire 
story had been pointing all along. 

The Magi weren’t threatened by the truth of who Jesus was, like Herod. The 
sad reality is that this Christmas there will be many people who will view 
Christmas through the eyes of Herod. We have a world of kings who are 
not about to bow their knee to Jesus Christ, and so they miss the truth of 
Christmas just like Herod.

At the heart of Christmas lies the incredible truth that the Magi only 
partially recognised, and that Herod completely missed. Mary’s boy child 
was God’s Son who came from heaven to help us understand how much 
God cares, to set us free from our rebellion against our creator through His 
own sacrificial death, and eventually to judge and rule our world as King. 

Finding and Receiving Jesus as King

Knowing Christ is worth more than anything else in this world; in fact, 
knowing Christ is worth more than everything else in this world. 

We will never be disappointed by Him. He is that treasure; He’s that pearl of 
great value. (Matthew 13:44-46)



Perhaps the challenge for us with all the familiarity that for us surrounds 
the Christmas message is to realise the truth and the centre of all the 
celebration. His name is King Jesus. We abandon our agendas and desires 
and priorities to offer our worship to Jesus. We focus on Jesus; we bow our 
knee to the King of Kings.

What do you need to do to put Jesus back on the throne of your life – as the 
rightful King? What do you need to do to offer yourself wholeheartedly to 
Jesus? 

Discussion Questions

1. Read Matthew 2:1-12. Compare and contrast the Magi and Herod’s 
response to the news of a new king.

2. We live in between the time of Jesus ushering in His Kingdom and the 
day when He will reign in the new heaven and earth. What does it mean 
to you that you live in such a way that God’s Kingdom is visible in and 
through you?

3. How in the waiting for the fullness of God’s Kingdom can you hang on to 
the prophesy?

4. While the Magi travelled with their gifts, God’s gift to us, Jesus, is worth 
more than anything else we could ever possess. Does your life reflect 
that truth? Do you know Him? Are you seeking Him?

5. The attitude of the Magi is one that necessarily pervades all true 
worshippers. We abandon our agendas and desires and priorities to 
offer our worship to Jesus. As a group, spend some time worshipping 
King Jesus, thanking Him for all you have and the wonderful richness of 
the true meaning of Christmas.


